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Installation instructions
Platowood Frakeé decking
boards

For an extended lifespan of the decking boards and joists, the
correct method of installation is important. Therefore, read the
instructions below carefully before installation.

Transport and storage
1. Ifthedeckingis notinstalled immediately after purchase, it is important to transport and
store the decking boards horizontally and with care. Ensure that the product is adequately
supported so that the boards do not bend (figure 1).
2. ltisalsoimportant to store the wood in adry place and protectit against weather
conditions such as sunlight. Leave any protective film in place until the product is used.
Please note:if the film is damaged, moisture stains may occur.

P N B R T T

Figure 1-Store untreated wood in the correct way
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Installation guide
1. Preparation & substrate

¢ Weed-control membrane: Install a weed-control membrane to prevent weed growth.

e Slope:Install the decking at a minimum slope of 1° (1cm per metre) towards the
garden or drainage point.

e Ventilation: Maintain at least 20 mm of clearance around the entire deck to ensure
adequate ventilation.

2. Substructure (joists)

e Joist spacing: Install the supporting joists at a maximum centre-to-centre distance of
50cm.

¢ Dimensions: Have the supporting joists calculated by a structural engineer.

e  Support: Never place joists directly on the ground. Support them every 50 cm using
support posts.

¢ Limitedinstallation height?: Use paving slabs with rubber pads. Keep the joists at
least 10 mm above the slabs.

e Protection: Apply Cobra Bitudeck Tape to the top of the joists for sound reduction
and alonger service life.

3. Quality control (the flex test)

e Check forimpact damage: Wood may contain invisible hairline cracks. Test every
board before installation.

e Flex test: Hold the outermost 50 cm of the board and briefly bend it by hand. A
defective board will break immediately.

e Soundtest: Drop the end of the board onto a hard surface or tap it with a wooden
mallet. A dull thud indicates a fracture; a clear sound indicates that the board is in
good condition.

e Safety:Is the space beneath the deck deeper than 50 cm? As a precaution, install
additional fall-through protection. Neither of the flex tests can provide a100%
guarantee that no defects are present.

4. Installing the decking boards

e Endgrain: Seal all cut edges and ends with a suitable sealer to protect against
moisture. Avoid staining the visible surface.

e Firstboard: Install the first board using Cobra End Clips. Only use the lower screw

hole.

e Spacing: Always maintain a minimum gap of 7 mm, both between the sides and the
ends of the boards.

e Fixing: Use Cobra Hybrid Clips for the remaining boards (approximately 90 clips per
5m?2).

e  Support: When joining boards lengthwise, always ensure adequate support on the
joistsinaccordance with the Cobrainstructions.
e Finalboard: Secure the final board using Cobra End Clips.
5. Finishing
e Coating: No finish or coating is required. The wood will weather naturally and safely.
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Tips for installing and cleaning your deck

A new wooden deck is best installed in a sunny or partially shaded location. Avoid locations close to
trees. These conditions cause the wood to remain damp for longer, increasing the risk of slipping
due to algae growth.

Tokeep the deck clean, use a stiff broom and water with a small amount of soft soap. We advise
against using a pressure washer. This raises the wood fibres, causing the deck to become dirty
more quickly and potentially resulting in splinters.

To prevent pests from getting underneath your deck, you can use a ventilation profile. These are
available from most DIY stores.
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